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DAYTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

PAUL  NORTH  RICE,  LIBRARIAN 

DAYTON,  OHIO 


August  14,  1931. 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  August  10,  I 
am  sending  joxx   the  following  information  concerning  Lincoln  memorials 
at  Dayton. 

Abraham  Lincoln  spoke  in  Dayton  on  the 
afternoon  of  September  17,  1859,  at  the  County  Court  House.  At  this 
meeting  General  Schenck  nominated  Mr.  Lincoln  for  President,  the  first 
outside  of  hr.  Lincoln1 s  own  state  publicly  thus  to  name  him. 

and  Irs.  Lincoln  lodged  at  the  Phillips  House.  This  hotel  is 
no  longer  in  existence.  7/hile  Mr.  Lincoln  was  here  for  the  speech 
his   ortr- it  was  painted  in  oil  by  Charles  ','.  Ilickum.  This  portrait 
hangs  in  the  Museum  of  the  Dayton  Public  Library.  There  is  also  in 
the  Museum  a  chair  which  was  in  the  law  office  at  Springfield,  Illinois, 
1358.  It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Lincoln  himself  made  the  chair. 

I  hope  that  this  information  may  prove 
of  help  to  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


L.'brarian 


JP/0'.L  per  Head,  Reference  &  Technology  Dept.  ^/J. 


layton,  Ohio 


Lincoln  Questionnaire 


Name  of  town   Dayton 


County  Lontgomary State   flhin 


Date  or  dates  when  Lincoln  spoke  there  September  17,   18;) 9 


Has  a  marker  or  monument  ever  been  erected  to  commemorate  his  address?   no 


If  so,  when  was  it  dedicated? 


Is  any  literature  referring  to  it,  or  a  photograph  of  it  available? 


Any  further  information  such  as  donor,  inscription  on  tablet,  or  other  data  of 
interest  would  be  appreciated. 


A 


The    Burkam  herrick    Publishing    Co 

Tin:  Dayton  Journal 

MORNING  AND    SUNDAY 

Tin:  Dayton  Herald 


EVENING 


DAYTON.     OHIO 


.     .ruary   26,    U36. 


.  Louis  A. 
Lincoln  Lonal  Li  dation, 

Fort   k.iiyne  ,    Indiana. 

De:r  ^ouis  : 

ie    of    my    maiLbag   clients    brought    the   Dayton-made    L~~>~***^- 
portrait    to    my   attention    recently,    and    in    checking   up 
on    it    1    came   uoon   the   enclosed.    If  you  do    not    have   it 
already,    I    tl  it  you  might    like   one    for  your   museum. 

Suspension  of  the  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger  threw 
me  out  of  a  job  in  June,  i j34 ,  but  I  was  fortunate  to 
Land    another   here    in    a    few   v,  .     .ince    last  Jflay   I 

ve    be-:.n    chief   editorial   writei    of    both    pa  ere.    We 
like    Dayton    and    its    location   with    respect    to   our 
families,    so   on    the    whole    the    chanj       has    been   agreeable. 

Edwin  Mars   took   dinner  with  us    the    other   Sunday   and 
mentioned   his  visit    with  you.   Mrs  .    Marx,    as  you  may   kn©w , 
is    my    cousin. 

My    assistant,  .    Harley,   and   I    are    planning   to  drive 

to    Fort    Wayne    some    week  end    this    spring    to   see   a  mutual 
friend    -   Bill  Kellogg,    city   editor-    of   the    Journal-Gazette   - 

:  m  we   worked     .   .      .       I     lianapolis  News.    I'm  hoping 
this    tri         Lll   afford    an        portunity    to    see  you  and    perhb 
to    see    the    muse 

:  rd  i  a  1  Ly  s , 


Earl   Eastwood 


^e<t  ,(^y&$JU   IfM    vVsJgaaa^     y^    4-wuu^u^ 


March  5,   1936 


Mr.  Carl  Eastwood 
Dayton  Journal  &  Herald 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Dear  Earl: 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  are  no  longer 
with  the  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger  but  am  pleated  to 
note  you  are  closer  to  Fort  Wayne  and  look  forward  to 
having  you  visit  ue  some  day  here  in  our  museum,  as 
you  indicate  you  are  planning  to  come  to  Fort  Wayne 
with  Mr.  Harley. 

The  first  four  months  of  the  year  I  am 
traveling  most  of  the  time  fulfilling  engagements  on  a 
rather  extensive  speaking  Itinerary  which  has  taken  me 
as  far  South  as  Hew  Orleans  and  San  Antonio  and  as  far 
North  as  Detroit.  Bonday  I  start  out  for  Wisconsin  and 
in  April  end  up  in  v<est  Virginia,  so  that  I  have  covered 
the  middle  West  pretty  thoroughly  during  this  1936  season. 

Thank:  you  very  much  for  the  little  enclosure 
as  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  any  Lincoln  items.  I 
do  happen  to  know  about  the  Nickum  portrait  but  I  do  not 
seem  to  have  available  the  little  booklet  which  you  kindly 
forwarded  and  for  which  I  thank  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


TiA  | LB  Director 
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December  22,   19ft 


{ 


Mr.  Bart  Xastwood 
Dayton  Journal   %•  Herald 

Dayton,  Ohio 

//   dear  -Jarl: 

I  ax   wondering  if  you  are  still   connected  with 
the  Dayton  Journal  and  Hwald  a*    '  find  correrpondence 
from  you  on  February  M,  'in*;  that  you  had 

become  associated  with   that   publication. 

At   ths  time  you  wrote  to  e«,   you  made  an 
enclosure  of  a  tittle  booklet   entitled  "The  vrickuoi 
Portrait  of  Lincoln"    -?ubi  ished  bjr  Mrs.   Charles  v.  Nickur«, 
widow  of  the  nrtist.        I  wa,s  very  rruch  interested  in  the 
firrt  oar --graph  of  this  "leaflet  which  stated  that   Abraham 
"  incoln  at  one  time  had  hi?  photogra;>h  made  in  "ridland's 
Daguerreotype  Gallery  over  "Edgar's  Grocery  am  *ain  street. 

So  far  as  I  know,   these  pictures  have  never  been 
identified,   although  we  are  assuming  that  one  of  then 
formed  the  basis  for  the  !Iickuw  portrait. 

I  as  wondering,   with  the  approach  of  Lincoln's 
Birthday,    if  you  would  have  the  opportunity  to  feature  in 
the  form  of  an  inquiry  the  missing  daguerreotype.        ITnc^osed 
you  will  find  a  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  recently  published 
■Lich  gives  rather  a  complete  identification  list  of  Lincoln 
irints, and" very  soon-  we  will  be  able  to  furnish  a  check  list 
for  this   inasmuch  as  the  earlier  check  lists  are  exhausted. 

I  would  be  glad  indeed  to  hear  from  you  with 
reference  to   Aether  you  feel   the  identif ic   tion  of  this 
unknown  orint  would  deserve  a  few  lines  of  news  interest. 

vith  kind  personal   regards,    I  am 

Very  truly  yours 


UV:AIB  Director 

One. 
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LINCOLN  WITHOUT  A  BEARD 
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Search  For  Daguerreotype 
Print  Of  Lincoln  Success 


The  search  for  a  print  from  a 
daguerreotype  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln made  September  18,  1S59.  by 
Thomas  Walker  Cridland  in  Day- 
ton has  been,  in  a  sense,  suc- 
cessful. 

Recently,  The  Journal-Herald, 
through  its  editorial  columns, 
made  known  that  the  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Life  founda  tion,  Tort 
Wayne,  Ind,  is  interested  in*  lo- 
cating- this  daguerreotype.  Scores 
of  ancient  photographs  were  of- 
fered but  none  was  that  sought. 
Knows    History. 

Now,  on  Lincoln's  birthday, 
Cridland'a  grandson,  Walter  D. 
McKinney,  94  Montrose  Way, 
Columbus,  writes  he  has  in  his 
possession  a  copy  of  a  print  from 
the  original  negative. 

Few  of  the  paintings  and  photo- 
graphs of  Lincoln  &how  this  great 
man  without  the  beard  he  wore 
in  later  life.  One  of  these  rari- 
ties exists  in  Dayton.  It  is  the 
famous  Nickum  portrait,  painted 
by  the  Dayton  artists,  Charles  W. 
Nickum,  September  18,  1859  .  .  . 
the  day  Lincoln  delivered  -a  cam- 
paign speech  on  the  courthouse 
steps  and  the  same  day  Mr.  Crid- 
land  photographed  the  future 
president. 

It  is  the  Nickum  painting  which 
is  reproduced  herewith.  The  paint- 
ing now  stands  in  the  Dayton 
public  museum  and  is  considered 
among  art  connoisseurs  as  one  of 
the  outstanding  paintings  of  its 
kind. 

The  story  of  Lincoln  crossing 
Main   street   from    the    courthouse 


to  Cridland's  Daguerreotype  gal- 
lery, then  over  Edgar's  grocery, 
sat  for  his  picture,  and  within  the 
same  hour  posed  for  the  artist 
Nickum,  is  not  new  to  Daytonians. 
As  Lincoln  posed,  he  said,  in  his 
droll  way,  "Keep  on,  you  may 
make  a  good  one,  but  never  a 
pretty   one." 

Had    rnoto    Gallery. 

Mr.  McKinney  writes:  "My 
grandfather  owned  the  photo- 
graph gallery  at  that  time  at  12 
North  Main  street,  opposite  the 
courthouse,  and  Abraham  Lincoln 
made  a  speech  from  the  court- 
house steps,  or,  rather  as  it  was 
described  to  me  by  my  grand- 
father, from  a  box  on  the  curb, 
facing   the   steps. 

"My  grandfather  was  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Lincoln  by  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Craighead,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  and  Lincoln  accompanied 
Mr.  Cridland  to  the  photographic 
gallery,  where  at  least  two  photo- 
graphs were  made,  one  from  which 
Mr.    Nickum    made   his   portrait. 

"The  other  negative  or  nega- 
tives were  destroyed  about  1865 
by  fire  in  the  attic  of  the  gallery, 
caused  by  the  rays  of  a  solar 
camera.  At  the  time,  a  large 
number  of  negatives  of  prom- 
inent persons  of  the  Civil  war 
were  destroyed  at  an  enormous 
loss. 

"However,  before  the  negative 
was  destroyed  a  large  number  of 
prints  had  been  made  and  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  copy  of  a  pho- 
tograph which  I  have  always 
thoueht  had   been   made   from    thp 


original    photograph    taken   by 
Thomas  W.   Cridland. 

Familiar    With    History 

"Inasmuch  as  I  lived  with  my 
grandfather  from  1864  to  1884, 
I  was  more  or  less  familiar  with 
everything  that  transpired  of  an 
unusual  nature.  I  well  remember 
the  destruction  of  the  original 
negative  as  was  told  over  and 
over  again." 

There  is  some  .argument  as  to 
the  exact  date  of  the  sitting  by 
Mr.  Lincoln.  Some  say  it  was  Sep- 
tember, 18,  1859.  Date  on  the 
Nickum  portrait  gives  September 
16,  while  Mr.  McKinney  writes: 
"This  I  believe  to  be  an  error  as 
Mr.  Lincoln  made  an  address  in 
Columbus  the  night  of  Septem- 
ber 16,  1859,  made  an  address  in 
Dayton  on  the  17th  and  in  Cin- 
cinnati   that    night." 

Numerous  requests  to  purchase 
the  Nickum  painting  were  filed 
with  the  artist  by  wealthy  men 
and  women  over  the  country.  Still, 
Mr.  Nickum  held  on  to  his  treas- 
ure. There  was  no  price  put  on 
it  .  .  .  Mr.  Nickum  simply  wanted 
it  for  his  own. 

At  Mr.  Nickum's  death,  his 
widow  continued  to  cherish  the 
painting,  and  bequeathed  it  to  the 
Methodist  Home  in  Lebanon, 
where   she   later  died. 

As  Dayton  business  men  of  the 
Noon  Tide  club  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar gathered  February  10,  1928, 
the  subject  of  the  Nickum  portrait 
was  again  introduced.  Like  the 
snowball  rolling  down  hill,  the 
proposed  movement  to  obtain  the 
painting  for  Dayton,  gained  mo- 
mentum  and   size. 

It  resulted  in  the  painting  be- 
ing borrowed  from  the  Lebanon 
Home,  copied  and  printed  in  color 
by  Daytonians.  These  copies,  of 
which  just  1,000  were  made,  sold 
for  one  dollar  each,  and  the  $1,000 
fund  turned  over  to  the  Lebanon 
Home  in  exchange  for  the  paint- 
ing. 

Thus  was  the  Nickum  portrait 
of  Lincoln  obtained  for  Dayton. 


\— — _a_       a^  /9  52. 
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Site  Of  Famed  Lincoln 
Portrait  To  Be  Razed 


Dayton  was  the  site  nearly  100 

years  ago  of  the  painting  of  the 
only  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
without  a  hoard,  according  to  his- 
torians. And  the  original  is  still 
in   the   my. 

But  the  building  where  the  great 
emancipator  >ai  for  the  painting 
is  about  to  relinquish  its  stand  to 
modern-day    progress. 

Lincoln  had  thr  portrait  made  in 
the  building  now  housing  the  Hnmp 
Savings  and  Loan  association  at 
10  N.  Main  st.,  according  to  \V.  F. 

RELATED  STORY  ON 

PAGE  t.  SEC.  4 

Grieser,  secretary  and  manager. 
Historians  agree.  Grieser  yester- 
day rev  ealcd  plans  to  tear  down 
the  building,  said  to  he  mere  than 
110  years  old,  to  make  way  for 
a  new  Home  Savings  and  Loan 
association  building. 

Historical  accounts  reveal  that 
"Honest  Abe"  came  to  Dayton  in 
I  18."i8  or  18")9  it's  not  certain  which 
year— on  his  way  to  Cincinnati  for 
a  speech.  He  expounded  to  Day- 
tonians,  too,  and  then  had  a  photo- 
graph marie  and  sal  for  the 
portrait. 

Spokesmen  ■  t  the  I'uhlie 
Library  Museum  verified  that 
the  original  painting  was  still 
hanging  there.  It  is  one  of  their 
most  -prized  possessions,  pro- 
duced by  Charles  \V.  Nickum  on 
Sept.    18,    1X59. 

Drtyion  and  Montgomery  county 

historian  Charlotte  Reeve  Con- 
over,  writing  in  a  history  of  the 
area  published  in  19.';_',  had  this  to 
say  of  the  picture  incident  which 
followed  an  address  by  Lincoln  on 
the  old  Court  House  steps: 
*       *       * 

"IT  WAS  DURING  this,  his  only 
visit  to  Dayton,  that  the  now 
famous  Nickum  portrait  was 
painted.  Photography  had  but 
lately  come  in  and  the  one  photog- 
rapher in  Dayton  w  as  Mr. 
(Thomas  W.)  Cridland  who  had  a 
gallery  on  Main  st.  in  the  building 
with  pillard  gallery  (old  Steele 
building  i,  the  only  one  now  stand- 
ing in  that  block  which  was  there 
in  1850. 

"The  business  in  hand  i  Lincoln's 
speech)  being  finished.  Mr.  Crid- 
land bethought  himself  of  two 
young  artists  who  were  working! 
in  a  studio  across  the  hall.  The 
younger,  Charles  W.  Nickum,  he  I 
summoned  to  bring  his  brushes 
and  paints  and  make  a  sketch  of 
this  stranger  whose  virile  face  so 
strongly   moved   him. 

"Mr.     Samuel     Craighead      (an 


early    Dayton    attorney),    who   was 

present,    told    the    artist     that    his 

subject   was  leaving  for  Cincinnati 

on    the    four    o'clock    train    so    he 

must   work  fast.  So  it  was  begun. 

"Mr.      Lincoln,      amused      that 

anyone    should   want    to    paint    his 

portrait,    remarked   to   the   young 

man,    'Keep   on;    you    may    make 

n    good    picture    hut    you'll    never 

make    a    pretty    one.'    The    result 

shows   a    portrait    with    which    w  r 

all    are    familiar,    the    one    most 

often     reproduced,    and    the    only 

one   without   a   heard. 

"In  June  the  following  year," 
the  historian  continues,  "Mr. 
Craighead  met  Mr.  Nickum  on  the 
street  and  asked  if  he  had  ever 
completed  the  picture  of  the  friend 
whom  he  brought  to  the  Cridland 
gallery.  'Yes.'  'Where  is  it?  I 
want  it.  That  is  the  man  nomi- 
nated for  President.  That  was 
Abraham   Lincoln!' 

(Then  the  historian  quotes  Mrs. 
Nickum :) 

"Then  the  little  portrait  was 
hunted  up,  framed  and  carefully 
cherished  ever  since.  It  has  many 
admirers. 

»  *  * 
"THE  FIRST  OFFER  to  pur- 
chase it  came  from  the  editor  of 
the  Philadelphia  'Public  Ledger.' 
An  article  in  the  1Ledger'  bewailed 
the  fact  that  so  few  good  paintings 
from  life  were  made  of  Lincoln. 
"Mr.  Nickum  wrote  to  the  editor 
of  his  portrait  and  was  offered  to 
name  his  price.  But  the  portrait 
was  not  for  sale. 

"At  an  examination  of  the  Lin- 
coln portrait  at  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art  in  New  York  city 
one  critic  said  he  believed  it 
recently  done  and  mellowed  by  a 
new  process. 

"But    when    a    revenue    stamp 
was  discovered  on  the  back,   put 
there  when  it  was  framed,  in  the 
60's,    he    was    silenced.    The    pic- 
ture   now    hangs    in    the    Dayton 
museum     in     the     same     frame 
made    for    it    in   the   60's   by   Mr. 
Cridland." 
Another    historian,    the    Rev.    A. 
W.  Drury,  wrote  of  the  Mr.  Crid- 
land    mentioned     b  y     the     later 
historian    and    verified    he    was    in 
the  photographic  business.  He  said 
Mr.  Cridland  while  in  Dayton  "had 
conducted  a  profitable  business  as 
a   manufacturer  of   picture   frames 
and   molding   and    had    also   owned 
and     carried    on     two     photograph 
galleries." 

It  was  not  made  clear  in  his- 
torical accounts  available  yester- 
day whether  the  early  photog- 
rapher's picture  of  Lincoln  was 
a   success  or   not. 


J— 25    TUESDAY,  JUNE  24,  1952 

Letters  To  The  Editor 


MCKUM'S  LINCOLN 

T(.  imc    Editor  u(  Till   (-;>■«»: 

Feu-  the  past  tw tins  yean  I  have  been  col- 
lecting pictures,  photographs  and  autographs 
of  our  Presidents, 

In  Sunday's  News  I  read  with  great 
interest  the  article  on  the  portrait  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  by  Charles  \V.  Nickum,  and  the 
plans  for  tearing  down  the  old  studios. 

A  few  years  ago  I  was  fortunate  to  receive 
from  the  Dayton  Public  Library  Museum  a 
photographic  print  of  the  portrait  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  muse  um. 

il  is  my  belief  that  after  Nickum  found  out 
his  portrait  was  thai  of  the  Republican 
nominee  for  President,  he  retouched  it,  us- 
ing the  Mathew  B.  Brady  photo  made  in 
New  York,  Feb.  27,  1850  and  known  as  the 
Ccope*  Institute   portrait. 

Having  photos  of  Lincoln  on  both  occasions 
in  my  collection,  and  comparing  the  two,  I 
find  the  Nickum  picture  is  too  like  the  Cooper 
Institute  picture  for  it  to  have  been  his 
(Nickum's)    unretouched   original. 

I  would  be  more  than  grateful  to  hear 
and  learn  more  facts  on  this  article. 

Dayton.  BRUCE  B.   BARNES. 


Portrait  Made  Here  In  1859  Shows 
Lincoln  Before  Ages  Claimed  Him 


On  Sept.  18,  1859,  a  tall,  gaunt 
statesman  arrived  in  Dayton  on 
a  speaking  tour.  He  had  been 
brought  in  by  local  Republicans 
t.>  aid  in  the  state  campaign. 

Welcomed  by  Samuel  Craig- 
head, Dayton  lawyer  and  Republi- 
can bigwig,  the  big  fellow  regis- 
tered in  at  the  Phillips  House,  then 
Dayton's  leading  hotel,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Third  and  Main  sts.  He 
signed  his  name  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Later  he  made  his  talk  from 
the  steps  of  the  old  Courthouse 
building.  And,  as  befitting  a 
widely-known  guest,  the  local  Re- 
publicans made  arrangements  to 
have  his  photograph  taken. 

WITH  CRAIGHEAD  showing 
the  way,  Lincoln  crossed  Main  6t. 
and  entered  the  building  just 
north  of  the  present  Gem  City 
Building  and  Loan  building.  On 
the  second  floor,  they  stopped  at 
the  Cridland  Photograhic  Gallery. 
Cridland  snapped  a  picture. 
Then  he  hurried  to  a  young  artist, 
Charles  W.  Nickum,  in  a  nearby 
office  and  told  him  he  had  in  his 
gallery  a  man  "every  line  in  whose 
face  denotes  great  character"  and 
would  he  like  to  paint  him? 

Nickum  would  and  did,  de- 
spite a  jocular  observation  by 
his  subject  that  "you  may  get  a 


good    picture,    but    you'll    never 

gel  a  pretty  one." 
The  next  year,  Lincoln  was 
nominated  and  elected  president. 
Many  at  that  time  thought  it  a 
calamity  that  a  "backwoods  rai!- 
splitter"  had  attained  the  nation's 
highest  office.  Consequently,  the 
portrait  seemed  of  little  value. 

In  later  years,  however,  when 
Lincoln's  fame  had  become  world- 
wide, Nickmum  recalled  the  sitting 
and  brought  forth  the  portrait 
from  his  attic,  displaying  it 
proudly     to    friends.       Word    got 


around  the  nation  that  an  authen- 
tic portrait  of  Lincoln  existed  in 
Dayton  and  Nickmum  received 
many  tempting  offers. 
*  *  * 
UK  TURNED  them  all  down. 
When  he  died,  the  portrait  went  to 
his  wife,  who  also  kept  it  until 
her  death  in  the  Methodist  Home 
for  the  Aged  in  Cincinnati.  The 
portrait  was  bequeathed  to  the 
home  as  part-payment  for  her 
residence   there. 

In  the  20's,  a  movement  got 
under  way  here  to  gain  possession 
of  the  portrait  for  Dayton.  A 
committee  was  appointed,  with 
Judge  Lester  Cecil  as  chairman, 
and  negotiations  began. 

Finally,     in     1928,     the     com- 
mittee   purchased    the    treasure 
for   $1000,   raised   by   selling   $1 
reproductions  of  the   portrait  at 
noontide  clubs.    It  was  placed  in 
the    library    museum,    where    it 
still   hangs. 
Thursday,    Dayton,    along    with 
the  rest  of  the  nation,  paid  trib- 
ute to  the  "tall,  gaunt  politician" 
on  his  birthday.  Banks  and  county 
offices    were    closed    and    in    the 
schools,  the  stories  of  Lincoln  were 
told  once  again. 
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HE     DAYTON     DaILV    NEWS 


July  2.  1952 


¥r,   Bruce  B.  Barnes 
218  Gunckel  Ave. 
Dayton*  10,  Ohio 

Dear  Mr.  Barnes! 

Shank  you  kindly  for  your  letter  vlth  Its 
newspaper  clippings  dealing  with  the  Nickun  painting. 

As  Dr.  barren  Is  at  present  out  of  the  office 
on  vacation  I  an  holding  y  ur  letter  with  its  enclosures 
pending  his  return  at  which  tine  X  will  bring  it  to  his 
attention. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Margaret  Moellering 
b/b  Secretary  to  Dr.  arren 


July  14,  1952 


Mr.  Bruce  B.  Barnes 
213  Gunckel  Ave. 
Dayton,  10,  Ohio 

My  tear  Mr.  Barnes: 

Thanks  very  ouch  for  the  clipping  referring  to 
the  Hickum  painting  done  at  Dayton. 

We  are  quite  familiar  with  this  work  and  find  ve 
cannot  question  the  fact  that  the  original  painting  was  made 
ofLincoln  by  Hickum,  as  it  is  quite  evident  that  he  was  largely 
dependent  for  his  study  upon  a  photograph  taken  by  Brady  a  year 
later. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
L.  A.  WarrentJK 


The  Ohio  Bell  Telephone  Company 


WALDROP ; 


OLMSTED : 


ORCH: 


DRCH: 


lite  Oluc  Stotof 

A  10-minute  radio  program 
broadcast  over  an  Ohio  network 


WEDNESDAY  and  THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY  11  and  12,  19^3 


NO.  956 

"A  PORTRAIT  OF  ABE" 


WALDROP:     Ohio  Bell,  the  Telephone  Company,  presents  "The  Ohio  Story." 
ORCH:       THEME  ...  ONE  BAR  AND  CLEAR 


Here  is  your  story-teller,  Nelson  Olmsted,  with  the  recorded  tale,  "A 
Portrait  of  Abe," 

In  the  children's  art  classes  at  the  Dayton  Art  Institute  the  instructor 
usedto  say,  "If  that  little  Ostendorf  boy  would  paint  something  besides 
pictures  of  Abraham  Lincoln  he'd  probably  have  a  real  career  ahead  of 
him."  But,  try  as  they  did,  the  instructors  could  do  nothing  with  the 
Ostendorf  boy.  Whether  he  was  copying  Whistler's  Mother  or  painting  a 
live  subject,  the  face  on  the  canvas  always  seemed  to  resemble  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

It's  no  wonder  then,  that  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  one  of  Dayton's  leading 
artists,  should  be  the  man  who  last  June  walked  into  the  Dayton  Public 
Library  Museum,  pointed  an  accusing  finger  at  the  world-famous  Lincoln 
portrait  that  had  hung  there  for  nearly  twenty- five  years,  and  in  the 
presence  of  a  newspaperman  and  museum  officials 

THEME  ...  TWO  BARS 


announced  that  the  portrait  was  a  fake,  thus  precipitating  a  major 
crisis  in  the  "Honest  Abe"  Lincoln  chapters  of  The  Ohio  Story. 

THEME  OUT 


OLMSTED:     Here  is  Robert  Waldrop  speaking  for  The  Ohio  Bell  Telephone  Company. 

(COMMERCIAL) 

DROP:     Now  back  to  Nelson  Olmsted. 

Lloyd  Ostendorf  doesn't  remember  how  he  first  came  to  be  fascinated  with 
portraits  and  photographs  of  Abraham  Lincoln  but  he  was  already  an 
expert  on  the  subject  when  he  joined  a  group  of  young  people  who  were 
being  escorted  through  the  Dayton  Public  Library's  Natural  History 
Museum  ...  where  he  heard  the  instructor  say: 


(1) 


AS  And  here  you  see  a  famous  painting  which  hardly  belongs  in  our  collection 

INSTRUCTOR?  at  all.  This  small  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  known  all  over  the 

country  because  it  is  the  only  painting  of  the  great  Emancipator  which 

shows  him  without  his  famous  beard. 


OLMSTED : 


AS  FRIEND: 


Sometime  on  the  morning  of  September  seventeenth,,  18^9>  Lincoln  went  to 
the  Cridland  gallery  which  was  located  in  the  old  Steele  Building,  now 
housing  the  Home  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  across  from  the  courthouse, 
to  have  his  picture  taken.  While  he  was  there,  an  artist  named  Charles 
Nickum  came  over,  quickly  sketched  Lincoln's  face  and  later  completed 
the  color  portrait .  Lincoln  went  on  to  the  Presidency  and  the  career 
that  made  his  place  in  history,,  A  group  of  Dayton  citizens  bought  the 
painting  in  1928  and  presented  it  to  the  museum.  People  come  from  all 
over  the  country  to  see  this  painting  and  we  are  privileged  to  possess 
it.  Now  as  we  move  along  to  the  next  section  of  the  exhibit  ...  (FADE 
OUT)  ... 

Some  years  later,  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  still  pursuing  his  Lincoln  hobby, 
sent  away  for  a  set  of  photographs  reproduced  from  negatives  taken  by 
the  famous  Lincoln  photographer,  Matthew  Brady.  When  they  arrived  he 
sorted  through  them  casually  ...  he  had  seen  most  of  them  before  ...  but 
there  was  one  in  particular  that  he  kept  coming  back  to.  As  he  sat 
staring  at  it  a  friend  said; 


Lloyd,  what's  so  unusual  about  that  picture? 
for  half  an  hour. 


You've  been  studying  it 


AS  LLOYD:    Nothing  very  unusual  actually  ...  it's  the  picture  Brady  took  just  before 
the  Cooper  Union  speech  in  i860  . ..  I've  never  seen  it  before  ...  but 
something  about  it  seems  awfully  familiar,  like  I'd  seen  it  in  a  dream 
or  something  ... 

AS  FRIEND:   You  probably  painted  one  like  it  at  some  time  or  another  ..e 

AS  LLOYD:    Painted!  That's  it  ...  the  Lincoln  portrait  ...  If  anybody  wants  me 
tell  'em  I'm  at  the  Public  Library  Museum. 

OLMSTED:     At  the  museum,  Lloyd  studied  the  Nickum  portrait  and  then  the  Brady 
photograph.  There  was  a  striking  similarity.  He  called  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  director  of  the  museum. 

AS  LLOYD:    Mr.  Barker,  I'm  afraid  I've  made  a  rather  devastating  discovery.  Notice 
the  similarity  between  this  Lincoln  photograph  and  the  portrait  ••• 

AS  BARKER:   Hmmm  ...  they  are  similar.  But  what's  devastating  about  that? 

AS  LLOYD:    The  photograph  was  taken  a  year  after  the  portrait  is  supposed  to  have 
been  painted. 

AS  BARKER:   Probably  a  mix  up  in  dates.  Often  happens,  you  know  •»• 

AS  LLOYD:    But  don't  you  see,  sir?  The  portrait  may  not  be  authentic  ••• 

AS  BARKER:   The  committee  who  gave  it  to  us  was  told  that  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art  has  had  this  portrait  and  found  nothing  wrong  with  it  ...  They 
gave  us  its  entire  history  ...  it  must  be  a  coincidence  that  the  artist 
and  the  photographer  caught  the  same  pose. 


(2) 


AS  LLOYD: 
OLMSTED: 


AS  LLOYD 


OLMSTED : 


AS  DOC: 
AS  LLOYD: 
AS  DOC: 
AS  LLOYD: 
AS  DOC: 


OLMSTED : 


AS 

ROUGHS: 


Oli'iSTED : 


Well  . . .  maybe . 

Reluctantly,  Lloyd  Ostendorf  returned  the  Brady  photograph  to  its 
place  in  his  collection.   But  as  the  years  passed,  he  became  more 
and  more  convinced  that  the  celebrated  Lincoln  beardless  portrait  was 
some  kind  of  an  artistic  hoax.  Then  last  June  22nd,  Lloyd  Ostendorf, 
now  aged  31,  and  an  artist  of  distinction,  was  browsing  through  the 
Dayton  Daily  Newsn  A  headline  caught  his  eye,  "Site  of  Famed  Lincoln 
Portrait  to  be  Razed."  Beneath  the  headline  was  a  reproduction  of  his 
old  enemy,  the  Lincoln  portrait o   He  read  this  story,  written  by 
Doc  Fisher  of  the  Daily  News  staff  . .» 

"Dayton  was  the  site  nearly  100  years  ago  of  the  painting  of  the  only 
portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  without  a  beard,  according  to  historians. 
But  the  building  where  the  great  emancipator  sat  for  the  painting  is 
about  to  relinquish  its  stand  to  modern  day  progress." 

Lloyd  Ostendorf  read  no  further.  He  ripped  the  picture  from  the  news- 
paper, opened  his  scrip  book  and  placed  it  beside  the  Brady  photograph. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  it.  They  were  exactly  the  same.  He  told  the 
story  to  Doc  Fisher. 

Does  anyone  else  know  about  this.,  Lloyd? 

No. 

All  right  then,  come  on  ... 

Where  we  going? 

To  the  museum.  We're  going  to  walk  in  like  we  owned  the  place.  We're 
going  to  take  a  close  look  at  the  portrait  and  take  it  over  to  Ed 
Burroughs,  Dean  of  the  Art  School  at  the  Institute.  Ed' 11  be  able  to 
tell  whether  the  portrait's  a  fake  or  not. 

It  wasn't  necessary,  however,  to  spirit  the  portrait  out  of  the  museum. 
The  officials  at  the  Library  Museum  were  perfectly  co-operative  when  they 
heard  the  story.  They  arranged  to  have  the  portrait  taken  to  the  Art 
Institute.  Edward  Burroughs,  an  expert  on  such  matters,  removed  the 
portrait  from  its  frame,  applied  a  few  chemicals  to  a  corner  of  the 
painting  and  announced  . . „ 

There  you  are,  gentlemen  ...  you  can  see  for  yourselves  the  pigments 
rub  right  off  revealing  photographic  paper.  This  is  not  an  original 
oil  portrait  at  all.  It  is  an  oil  colored  photograph. 

That  night  the  nation's  news  wires  carried  the  rest  of  the  story 
furnished  by  Doc  Fisher.  The  artist,  Charles  Nickum  died  in  1913o  He 
had  been  offered  considerable  sums  of  money  for  the  supposed  portrait 
but  had  never  sold  it0  His  widow  bequeathed  it  to  the  Methodist  Old 
People's  Home  in  Concinnati.  It  had  been  sold  after  her  death  in  good 
faith  to  the  Dayton  Citizen's  Committee  who  gave  it  to  the  library 
museum.  There  had  been  no  fraud-  no  misrepresentation,  no  dishonesty 
anywhere  along  the  line.   Somehow,  history  had  got  mixed  up  ...  and  the 
portrait,  now  more  famous  than  ever,  still  hangs  in  the  Dayton  museum, 
a  reminder  that  even  87  years  after  his  death  the  long  shadow  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  is  still  writing  dramatic  chapters  in  The  Ohio  Story. 


(3) 


ORCH: 


THEME  OUT 


WALDROP: 


ORCH: 


(COMMERCIAL  FOLLOWED  BY  CLOSING) 

Be  with  us  for  the  next  chapter  in  "The  Ohio  Story"  when  Ohio  Bell  will 
present  Nelson  Olmsted  in  "BELL  GREVE'S  BEGINNINGS"  ...  A  STORY  WE  WON'T 
BE  ABLE  TO  FINISH,  FOR  IT  IS  ABOUT  BELL  GREVE  OF  THE  CLEVELAND 
REHABILITATION  CENTER  ...  AND  HER  WORK  IS  NEVER  DONE. 

The  Ohio  Story,  brought  to  you  by  special  recording  three  times  each 
week,  is  written  by  Frank  Siedel  and  produced  by  Stuart  Buchanan. 

This  is  Robert  Waldrop  speaking  for  The  Ohio  Bell  Telephone  Company. 

THEME  UP  AND  OUT 


WALDROP : 


This  is  a  special  Ohio  Story  network. 


(U) 


March  5,  2000 


Maralyn  Page 

138  South  Eagle  Circle 

Aurora,  CO   80012 

303-340-4269 


The  Lincoln  Museum 

200  E  Berry 

P.O.  Box  7838 

Fort  Wayne,  IN     46801 

Dear  Sir  or  Madam: 


7838 


Would  you  be  interested  in  obtaining  one  of  the  original  prints  of  the 
Nickum  Portrait  of  Lincoln  painted  on  September  18th,  1859.  This  was 
one  year  before  Abraham  Lincoln's  Presidency.  The  oddity  of  this 
impression  portrays  Abraham  Lincoln  without  a  beard. 

This  print  sold  for  $1.00.  There  were  only  1,000  prints  produced.  The 
$1.00  was  a  contribution  to  a  fund  for  $1,000.00,  the  purchase  price  or 
the  original  painting.  I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  brochure  that  was 
included  in  the  purchase  price.  The  print  and  brochure  are  both  in  mint 
condition. 

It  seems  that  such  a  rare  treasure  proclaims  an  exhibit  within  a 
historical  collection  of  significance  from  that  period.  Should  you  have  an 
interest  in  purchasing  this  print,  I  would  be  glad  to  consider  your  offer. 


With  Regards, 
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